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Letter From The President " This lssue
John Hansen
| felt it was necessary to  is -$6,760. Last year the  a subscription, which has a discussion and come Letter From The
give everyone an update budget deficit was made us hesitant to up with some ideas of _
on the situation of our -$2,720. discuss price increases to what are acceptable President
paper. Since the below offset the cost increases. changes. | refuse to E—

statistics were originally
published in April of this
year, just about
everything has gotten
worse. The price of
everything has gone up
significantly, and that
includes postage. We will
continue to look at where
we are financially, and
make appropriate
decisions to secure the
future of our paper. |
expect we may have no
choice but to be
completely online before
the fourth quarter.

To be perfectly blunt, the
Masonic News is in
trouble, serious trouble.

This is not a new problem.

This is ongoing and is
now a big problem. The

We have had donations
which have helped and
they are greatly
appreciated. Our printer
is very generous to us,
and is printing the paper
for almost nothing. In the
past, both Adam (editor-
in-chief) and Sue
(business manager) have
waived their salaries to
help. Advertising is down
for a variety of reasons.

The cost of delivering the
paper for one year to one
person is approximately
$10. Each subscriber is
only being charged $6
through their member
organization. In the past
some organizations have
threatened to drop the
paper if there was an

We have made the
newspaper available
online, and this has
helped immensely,
however there are
members who have no
access to the internet, or
for any number of other
reasons would lose their
connection to Masonry in
Lincoln if the publication
were electronic only.

We have 18 months to
figure out how to keep
our paper alive, how is
the paper going to
change - and change it
must or the paper dies.

Each organization has a
representative on the
paper. Each of your

projected budget for 2022 increase in the amount of organizations must have

Martha Washington Chapter #153

believe that, with all the
collective brain power we
have, that we cannot find
viable solutions. You
need to talk among

Martha Washington

Chapter #153
yourselves, try to find the P
solutions, and Page 1
communicate your ideas
to the Board - the sooner
the better. Liberty Lodge #300
If a medical analogy will Page 2

help in understanding the
seriousness of the
problem: The patient
(Masonic News) has had
a heart attack and we are
doing CPR. We are
waiting for help from the
team to help with the
resuscitation of the
patient, otherwise we will
lose them.
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The Chapter met on a hot

Betty Kirby

our scholarship this year

and humid evening on July and she reported that he

7 and the business of the
Chapter was dispensed in
a timely manner by our
Worthy Matron, Sis. Julie
Fowler. Sis. Janice Nitz
gave a very interesting
report on her experiences
as a chaperon at the
Masonic All-Star Marching
Band Camp. Her son

Barrett was the recipient of

had a wonderful time at
the camp also.

The Second Saturday
dinner was discussed.
The menu was to include
pulled pork sandwiches,
baked beans, coleslaw,
and watermelon.
Remember to mark your
calendars for the Second
Saturday and join us for
fun and fellowship. We
serve between 4:30 and
7:00 p.m.. Next month's
menu includes tastee
sandwiches, salad, tater
tots, and baked beans.
Please plan on attending!

By the time you are
reading this, the District V
visitation will already have
occurred at the Havelock
Masonic Center on July 9
with a luncheon catered
by Raising Canes and a
meeting following. | would
like to report that we had
attendance of about 70
people and a great time
was had by everyone. The
day concluded with
attendance at the Salt

Dogs baseball game that
evening, where the
Service and Therapy Dog
Committee, Domesti-
Pups, and Javelan were
all represented, so the
evening really went "to the
dogs". A special thanks to
all the District V Worthy
Matrons for their support
of this day of fellowship!

July birthdays of our
chapter members include:
Roger Warnke (13); Pam
Lindholom (16), Jan
Schneider and Tawnya
Arnold (18), Phil Fischer
(22), Diana Johnson (26),
Helen Blom and Laura
Chytka (29). We wish all
those sisters and brothers
a blessed and very happy
birthday.

The Chapter extends
sympathy to the family of
Sis. Janice Pearl
Ossenkop who passed
away on June 8.

We hope everyone had a
safe and happy
Independence Day
celebration. Remember to
stay out of the heat and

enjoy a wonderful

summer! Twenty Years

) . Page 5
The WGM Sis. Laurie

Sieg reminded everyone
at the District V visitation
that just a small act of
kindness may mean the
world to a recipient of that
act; and in closing | would
like to share the following
thought by an unknown
author: "In the present
day of rush and drive,
there is serious danger of
giving way to the
temptation that we have
not time to devote to the
little duties of being
thoughtful and kind. Not
everyone who needs a
cup of cold water is
calling out to the world.
The little pauses we make
by the way are not wasted
time. A word of sympathy,
some little act that shows
a friendly interest, may
help the next hourto  oeceeee=see==eee=eeee

. ]
move more lightly and EGet your copy Ofi

swiftly. And it is one of the :
most beautiful Ithe Masonic News;

compensations in this life Em full color at:
that no man can sincerely
try to help another without }
helping himself." i
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Liberty Lodge #300

After a busy May, it was
going to be tough for
June to top the same
activity level.

June was a relatively
reserved month which
gave us a chance to
catch our breath and
work on planning the
second half of the year.

With the pending Master
Mason degree for Micah
Mullins, several weeks
were spent practicing the
Master Mason degree.
We are ready to give
Brother Mullins a great
experience as he is
raised to the sublime
degree of a Master

Mason.

During the July business
meeting, we were able to
hear Brother Nathanael
Gabel complete his FC
full form proficiency
which is another
opportunity for Liberty to
complete a Master
Mason degree. It has
been exciting to see the
progress from Micah and
Nathanael and to see
how they have been
encouraging each other
in this process.

The July calendar is
filling up fast with a
couple of Master Mason
degrees. It is an exciting

Lynn Friesen

time for Liberty to raise a
couple of new Master
Masons.

During our July business
meeting we read another
petition and look forward
to hearing from the
investigation committee
at the August business
meeting to vote on
another potential
candidate.

Recently we were
informed of a Brother
that is dealing with
sickness and distress.
Brother Ken Rouch was
recently diagnosed with
pancreatic cancer. As a
Lodge we sent Brother

Rouch a card letting him
know we are thinking of
him and praying for him
and his family. Please
keep Brother Rouch in
your thoughts and
prayers as he is dealing
with the next steps in
fighting this disease.

If you are dealing with
sickness and distress
please let us know so we
can help if we can or at
least be able to pray for
you.

Another month and we
will have several pictures
in the next issue of our
Master Mason degrees.

North Star Lodge #227

P.S. An update on our
several Brothers working
on their Titanium Trowel
awards. Another couple
months and they should
have all the
requirements met. Great
job Brothers in getting
involved and active in
Lodge. Thank you for
getting reactivated and
helping us live the tenets
of Masonry of
Friendship, Morality and
Brotherly Love as we
raise a couple new
Brothers.

PHOTO: Brother C.
Arlen Beam 70 yr award
presentation Sun Jun
26th at his home.
Presented by WM
Steven Flader on the left,
Brother Beam, and on
the right WB Dennis
Mundt Chaplain. Brother
Beam is also the current
Jordan Medal holder of
North Star Lodge No.
227.

The July Business
Meeting dinner consisted
of Val’s pizza and salad
and potato salad brought
in by WB Keith
Brocksmith. Always good
camaraderie and
conversation.

The Business Meeting
was opened in the
Entered Apprentice
Degree at 7:30 with
prayer. Our Masonic

Bob Tooker

Education was prepared
by WM Steven Flader
consisting of the Masons
who signed the
Declaration of
Independence. There

were 9 who were present

for the signing. Several
more may have involved
in the ratification but may
have left for home before
the final document was
signed August 2, 1776.
Those were Ben

Franklin; William Ellery;
John Hancock; Joseph
Hewes; William Hooper;
Robert Treat Paine;
Richard Stockton;
George Walton; and
William Whipple. It is
hard to realize the
danger signing this
important document
placed these men in.
Basically, they had a big
bullseye on their backs.

Business was
conducted, bills were

| paid, and two petitions

were read and assigned
to committees. Also
discussed was the
presentation of the 70-
year pin to our Bronze
Jordan Medal holder, C.
Arlen Beam. Presenting
the pin and certificate at
his home were WM
Steven Flader, WB
Dennis Mundt and WM
Steve Wetzel. Bro. Beam
had a long and
distinguished carrier in
the field of law
culminating with an
appointment as a Senior

Judge serving the United
States Court of Appeals
for the Eighth Circuit.

Till next month!
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Lincoln Lodge #19

Lincoln Lodge No.
19 has not had any
degree work during
this last month but
we will in the near

questions and
information he can
be reached at 402-
525-4428 or
wwfolsom@gmail.c

future. om. The dinner will
be proceeded with a

FUNDRAISING Cocktail Hour at

DINNER 6:30 p.m. with

dinner at 7:30 p.m.
Please purchase
tickets by August
1st. This will be at
our Masonic Temple
at 1635 L Street.
We hope to see
many of you at this

| do want to inform
all brothers that on
August 12, Lodge
No. 19 will be
having a fundraising
dinner to help
support the F Street

Community Center. event.
We did this several
years ago and HIRAM ABIF

raised enough funds
to feed 80 kids per
day for a month. It
does take a good
share of money.

As has been my
custom in previous
issues | have
included some
education about
Masonry. This issue
| want to look at a
person that we refer
to many times. |
looked up Hiram
Abif and found
several interesting
articles. | have
reprinted one for
your education.

The dinner will cost
$30.00 per person
with most of the
money going to the
center. Brothers can
also send in
donations to help
support this event.
We will also have
several year pins
presented at this
dinner. Will Folsom,
a Past Master of
Lodge 19, is
heading up this
event and for further

Hiram Abif, a skilled
artisan, endowed
with understanding.

Bruce Anderson

Martin Luther
introduced the
character of Hiram
Abif to the popular
imagination when
he translated the
Bible into German.
Luther transliterated
three Hebrew letters
in 2 Chronicles 2:13
to form the name,
Abif, rather than
translating them as
in the Latin Vulgate,
"misi ergo tibi virum
prudentem et
scientissimum
Hiram patrem
meum".

Hiram Abif is
described as the
son of a woman of
daughters of Dan
("Dan shall judge
his people" blessing
from Jacob in
Genesis 49:16) and
his father was a
man of Tyre. He
was skillful to work
in gold, and in silver,
in brass, in iron, in
stone, and in timber,
in purple, in blue,
and in fine linen and
in crimson. He was
sent to King
Solomon by Hiram,
King of Tyre before
the building of the
Temple at

Jerusalem
commenced.

The bronze pillars at
the entrance of King
Solomon's Temple
were cast by Hiram,
a widow's son from
the tribe of Naphtali
(Naphtali's blessing
from his father
called him "a
running deer"
Genesis 49:21). His
father was a man of
Tyre. If the Hiram,
who cast the bronze
pillars, was the son
of Hiram Abif, then
his father died
before he arrived in
Jerusalem after the
completion of the
building of the
temple.

Anne Boleyn
persuaded King
Henry VIII to order
that every church in
the realm should
have a Bible
translated into
English, chained to
a bookstand for
public reading.
These printed
Bibles were based
on translations of
William Tyndale and
Martin Luther and
the legend of Hiram
Abif was born. The
English Cathedral's
in which these
Bibles were placed

were often The Temple at

constructed over Jerusalem

many decades resembled the
under the traditional
supervision of Phoenician design:
successive an outer hallway, a

central court, an
inner holy of holies,
and two pillars
outside the front
entrance.
Excavations of the
13th century BC
temple at Hazor and
the 9th century one
at Tell Tainat show
this pattern, as well
as the Phoenician
temple at Cadiz,
_____ that was still

¢ standing during the
—: first century AD.

Architects, who
were often buried
there. In the popular
imagination, King
Solomon's Temple
resembled an
English Church and
was the expected
burial place of
Hiram Abif, its
principal Architect.

Sisters, Brothers &
Friends

Come Join Us For Dinner and
Games

Second Saturday of Each
Month

4:30 p.m. -7:00 p.m.
$12.00 per person

Havelock Masonic Temple
4430 No. 70th St.
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Electa Chapter #8

Electa’s regular monthly deserve. It was

business meeting was
held on July 2nd. Our
regular order of
business was held for
an announcement by
Worthy Grand Matron
Lorie Sieg and Past
Worthy Grand Matron,
and current Grand
Secretary Jan Thoman.
They were there to
complete the
consolidation of
Columbia Chapter #275
into Electa #8. Some of
Columbia’s members
were present and we
were very glad to have
them with us as new
members of Electa. We
are hoping to have
more as the heat of the
summer dissipates and
travel is easier. It is
never easy to close a
Chapter where people
have gone most of their
lives, but we hope both
of the chapters who
have recently decided
to consolidate with
Electa will see that they
are very welcome and
join us for new friends,
more fun, and a
progressive, stable
Chapter they can grow
with. Welcome to you
one and all.

During our opening
several people were
introduced, including
the Grand Worthy
Matron and Grand
Secretary. All were
welcomed and given
the accolades they

TETIEES
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wonderful to see so
many people on the
sidelines and all the
chairs filled.

Our Blue Barrel Project
is moving along well
and supplying those
within our community
and the surrounding
area with the basic
human necessities they
need. This month we
are focusing on pasta,
however any donations
of non-perishable foods
are very welcome. Our
barrels have been
emptied at least
monthly to help feed
those less fortunate and
we thank you for your
generosity.

Recently Bethel #5 had
their installation and
many of our Chapter’s
members were there to
watch as the new
Honored Queen took
her place for the
ensuing year. The
picture of the Honored
Queen was taken by
PM Brenda Collins as
the new leadership of
this youth organization
was taking her oath of
office. It was a great
day and all went well.
The new Bethel
Guardian, Cora
Redwine was on hand
and will be joining The
Associate Bethel
Guardian, Greg
Prosowski in leading
the Bethel into the
PIYEIEET
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Mike Lagueux

future. The Fraternal
organizations in the
building are glad to help
and look forward to the
girl’s presence there.

During the meeting
Worthy Matron Denise
talked about what our
members saw as their
“Spirit Animals”...what
aspects of one of the
animals in the wild they
most closely associate
with. She gave the
example of hers being a
bunny, and had her
stuffed (toy) bunny
“Byron” there to show
everyone. Byron is her
persona in being gentle,
easy to talk to, and a
loving spirit. Worthy
Patron Mike also has
his Spirit Animal there...
The Tasmanian devil. It
seems that the
Tasmanian devil is a
little impetuous,
sometimes a little
difficult to control, and
always looking for a
good time. Hardly any
of the “qualities” of the
Worthy Patron, but a
really good looking guy
anyway! She
encouraged our
members to bring a toy
animal or a picture of
their Spirit Animal to our
next meeting so we can
begin to get to know the
real personalities of our
members. Have some
fun with this, that’s what
it's supposed to be.

We would also like to
thank each of you who
have participated in our
fundraiser this year so
far. The “NO” liver and
onions dinner has been
fairly successful to date.
Just to remind you, this
is a fundraiser that you
can participate in even
if, especially if, you
don’t like liver and
onions! All you need to
do is send in the
amount you would

liver and onions! Pretty
simple really; you don’t
have to get dressed up,
go out, and eat
something you don’t
like! For those of you
who do like this fare, it

can be found every
other Tuesday at
Stauffer’s Café just
South of highway 2 on
48th Street here in
Lincoln. | hope to see
some of you there with
me for this wonderful
meal...but there is
always the alternate
way of feeding the
proverbial kitty. Please
make check payable to:
Electa #8, and put Liver
and Onions in the
memo section so our
Secretary knows what
the check is for. You
may mail it to: Electa
Chapter #8, 1635 L
Street, Lincoln,
Nebraska 68508.

The Worthy Matron
wanted me to remind
you that our next
meeting in August will
be at 2:00 PM and the
meeting in September
will be at 7:30 PM. We
meet on the first
Saturday of each month
to have our Business
Meeting and hope to
see you all there.

Often times anymore it
seems that we cannot
turn on the television,
radio or any media
without being
bombarded with some
sort of terrible tragedy,
senseless abuse of
power by elected
officials, or an
altercation resulting in
loss of life. It weighs
heavily on those who
are sensitive to these
kinds of situations that
seem to be so contrary
to what most of us have
been brought up to
believe in. Every time |
get to the point of
feeling like our world is
on the edge of
destruction | always find
something that
reassures me we will
come out of these
contentious times better
for having gone through
them.

| watched a young
couple the other day at
the self-serve line in the
grocery store who were
agonizing over how
they would pay for the

groceries they had just
gotten. It seems they
had under-estimated
what the food they
needed for this week
would cost and were
having trouble trying to
figure out what they
could put back and still
buy gas and make it
through the week. The
older gentleman ahead
of me “reached down
on the floor and picked
up” a twenty dollar bill
and handed it to them
telling them they must
have dropped it. The
price of their groceries
was $43.69 and all they
had was a twenty and a
ten to pay for them.
With tears in the young
wife’s eyes she thanked
the older man and they
paid for their groceries,
and offered the change
back to the man. He
refused it and told them
they may find some
money to help someone
else someday too. After
they had collected their
groceries and left he
quietly checked out and
also left. | wondered
how many people would
have done that, and
must believe that those
who belong to our
Fraternities and Orders
would most certainly do
this without fanfare and
in most instances as
quietly as possible. The
Good Samaritan in this
case also wore an old
gold and red setting
ring on his right hand,
the square and
compass conspicuously
present.

Until next we meet, may
God bless and keep
you.
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Twenty Years

As a child, my mother used to
say. “Time flies once you turn
twenty-one.” At the time it was
hard for me to believe
considering every minute |
spent in my classroom felt like
an eternity. But as with most
things | have experienced in
life she was exactly right. With
the age of majority far behind
me in my rearview mirror, It
seems it was every memory of
an event that comes through
my mind can be now measured
in decades instead of just a
couple of months like it feels.

One thing | can remember my
mother talking about all those
years ago has led me on a
journey of a lifetime | never
expected to be on. As a child, |
can remember several of my
parent’s friends would visit the
house and they would all sit at
the table drink coffee and pass
the time of the day. One thing |
saw is several of them wore
rings. Some were just wedding
bands which | knew the
significance of these, but
others wore a gold ring with a
funny logo on it.

| asked my mother why they
wore those rings and what did
they mean. She said “They are
Masons. You got to be rich to
join that group.” She then said,
“Your Great Uncle Don was a
thirty-second degree Mason!”
The way she explained Don’s
rank in the Masons you could
tell it meant something to her.
The admiration in her voice
and the look in her eyes made
it clear being a thirty second
degree Mason was quite an
achievement in her mind. |
decided if there was any way |
could become a Mason | would
do it. If for nothing more than
to make my mother proud. As
things go, time marches on
and life keeps moving on.
Years after this conversation in
1991 my mother succumbed to
cancer unexpectedly. She
never had the opportunity to
see me join.

Fast forward eleven years and
| was talking with a friend’s
father who | knew was a
Mason. The talk brought up
the promise to my Mom and
my unfinished business. |
decided | needed to investigate
the process further. The
internet was still in its infancy
in 2002 and after a Yahoo!
(Yeah it was Yahoo back then)
search | found only one in my
lodge had a website. | visited
the website and in the photos
section of the site, | saw the
photograph of two men | had
been friends with and
coworkers many years before.
That sealed it. | had to join that
lodge! (Or at least try to).

I’'m not sure if it was pure dumb
luck or by the design of the
Grand Architect of the Universe
but two nights later, | was
walking into a restaurant and
as | was walking in one of the
men was walking out! We

greeted each other and before
He could leave, or | lost the
nerve | blurted “I am asking for
a petition to become a

Mason” (I did know enough
that | had to ask to join.) He
followed me back in and we
exchanged numbers and
agreed to get together. Easter
Sunday, | visited his house,
and over breakfast, | filled out
my petition. After what seemed
like an eternity, | received word
from my friend my petition had
been accepted. | was given a
date to show up at the
downtown Masonic temple in
June 2002.

That night in June was an
unusually warm night. | was
greeted as | walked through
the unairconditioned temple
and shown into a small
windowless room. The heat
was unbearable. | wasn'’t sure
at that point the bead of sweat
| felt run down my back was
from the temperature of my
terror and feat of the unknown
which was about to come.

As the Brethren prepared me
for the ceremony. It had been a
few years since the lodge had
had a new candidate so they
couldn’t remember the
differences in preparing a
candidate for the Entered
Apprentice degree and one
who was being passed to a
Fellowcraft. After a few
minutes, it was like they flipped
a coin. | guess they figured
they had a 50-50 chance of
getting it right. After the
ceremony began as | entered
the lodge room and was
stopped as | felt a group of
hands pulling off my shoe and
rearranging the regalia | was
wearing. You could hear the
muffled swear words as they
went about their work.

The rest of the night is pretty
much a blur. All | remember is
walking around a quiet room,
with only the sounds of
overhead fans and the
occasional sound of a bang
that startled me. At some point,
| remember my eyes adjusting
to the light and someone giving
me my glasses. Once it was
over a was reconducted to that
small hot box of a room and
told to wait there until | was
summoned. Once | was able to
renter the lodge room, | was
able to admire the room's
beauty. As | was placed in a
chair on the West side of the
altar and the show that was
being performed especially for
me was to begin.

| was in awe of the parade of
my friends who | now
discovered to be Brothers
begin to recite things from
memory. Watching these
Brothers performing the ritual
kind of scared me a bit. Self-
doubt in my own abilities
brought on the fear that | would
never have the ability to
commit things like this to
memory. “l am going to make a

Bill Hosler

terrible Mason”. | thought to
myself. (Something a lot of
Brethren still would agree with
until this very day.)

Once it was all over, | was
given a small gray pamphlet
having a bunch of symbols.
“This is the EA lecture you just
saw. Study it. Someday you
will be reciting it. The secretary
said. The little sarcastic man
inside me laughed as |
nervously reached out for the
book. With that, the lodge went
dark, and wouldn’t meet again
until September. During that
break, | studied that book until |
knew both the questions and
answers inside and out.

When the cooler breezes of
September rolled around my
next degree date was
scheduled. | came into the
lodge, and | was asked to
perform the work | learned to
another EA for a friend who
was coming in. | was asked
whether | wanted to “Pitch or
catch”. “Catch,” | said with a
tremendous amount of
apprehension down in the pit of
my stomach.

After it was over, | was
shocked at how well | did. It
wasn't letter-perfect like | was
striving for, but it was pretty
close. Everyone cheered and |
got a lot of pats on the back
that night. My friend leaned
over and whispered into my
ear. “Now you have gone and
done it. Once again your big
brain has gotten you into
trouble.”

Once | was raised to the
sublime degree of a Master
Mason on October 15, 2002. |
became very active within the
lodge. | had never thought
about being a lodge officer but
somehow on my first meeting
as a Master Mason, | sat in the
Junior Stewards chair. |
started to protest; | had no clue
what to do. “Just stand up
when the Senior Steward
stands and grab that stick next
to you. You will be fine. Thus
started my journey to the East
several years later.

Some of the best times | have
had as an adult was spending
time with the Brethren of that
lodge in the bar of the Mizpah
Shrine Center. We would all sit
around telling jokes and
laughing over dinner.
Eventually, the local Scottish
Rite Valley would close their
meeting and come in and join
us. The entire room was filled
with laughter and many nights
it was so much fun it was hard
to say goodnight. Like the toast
in English lodges goes “So
happy to meet. So sorry to
part.” It's hard to believe so
many of those Brethren have
laid down their working tools
and advance to the Grand
Lodge above. Sometimes | feel
like they are still with me
because the memory of those

days still lives in my heart.
There isn’t a day | don’t think
about them and smile.

One thing that has troubled me
through the years is the
constant beating of the drum
with the mantra “Freemasonry
is dying.” On my first visit to my
future lodge as a petitioner, |
attended a wonderful dinner of
Hoosier-style beef and noodles
with the lodge celebrating the
visit of our sister lodge who
made the journey from London
Ontario Canada. During that
visit, an elderly Past Master
who through the years |
learned to love came up to me
and said “l don’t know why the
#$7&" you are joining Masonry.
It is going to be dead in five
years.” Needless to say, | was
taken aback by this statement.
In my mind, | decided if it was
really dying, | would ride it out
until the end.

Since then, | have seen many
people trying to write the
Craft’s obituary. Each one of
them was dead wrong about
their prediction. | have come to
believe such declarations are
akin to some wacky preacher
trying to tell us the world will
end in three days. In fact, |
believe Masonry is much
stronger than it was when |
joined.

When | joined there were
things many of us said were
holding Masonry back, such as
lodges only being allowed to
meet on the Master Mason
degree, lack of Masonic
education in lodges, and dues
at bargain-basement prices. So
many things were holding me
back from succeeding. Many of
these things were spelled out
in a paper written by several of
my fellow Knights of the North
which became known to the
world as “Laudable pursuit”.

Since then, many of these
issues have been rectified and
we have more men who are
joining, and many progressive
lodges are thriving. National
and international events such
as the various Masoniccons
have been great successes.
Add to that independent
Masonic magazines and
podcasts get the Brethren
thinking and discussing
Masonic topics in their own

lodges and virtually over the
internet. The best part is these
are just the tip of the iceberg.
Add to these the various Zoom
meetings of Brethren have
helped strengthen the bonds of
Brotherhood when you can’t
physically make it to lodge.
Sure, we still have a long way
to go but | am totally impressed
and very pleased with the
advancement that has taken in
such a short time. In my mind
only one thing can slow or stop
advancement. That is us.

Sadly, over the years | have
seen many good, dedicated
Brethren who have quit the
Craft in disgust and a feeling of
hopelessness because we still
completely turned around
American Freemasonry. | get it.
In the age of microwaved
Salisbury steak and green
dinners some feel we aren’t
achieving our goals fast
enough, so they quit. I'm not
the sharpest knife in the
drawer but | see this is our
major problem.

Each Brother who throws his
hand up in the air and takes his
apron and goes home is one
less worker in the quarry. One
less mentor for a new Brother,
one less vote at the grand
lodge we could use to make
changes. One less Masonic
leader who could someday be
able to make Masonry better. If
you think about how many
Brothers, Each set of lost set
hands impedes us from
furthering the designs we have
on our trestle boards and is
depriving us of the talents we
need to succeed. | encourage
you to help bring these men
back to the door of the lodge
and make them a part of our
future success.

It has been a great twenty
years. | can’t wait to see how
we had grown in the next
twenty years. Thank you all for
what you do and thank you all
for your Brotherhood.

Reprinted with permission from
midnightfreemasons.org
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East Lodge #210

Worshipful Brothers Mark Reece and Joel Green, alo
Nathan Abshire attended a community event in June called "Taste of
27th Street." These brethren, their friends, and family members had a
chance to visit the businesses neighboring their lodge building. They
also sampled the various cuisines found on North 27th: Viethamese,
Mexican, vegan/raw, and a new coffee shop! Pictured above are the
210 brethren and their wives with the owners of Bloom Coffee Shop.

. T

Joel Green

K. f.fu 2 e  H

ng with Brother

. i y
WB Joel Green welcomed Bro Adrian Martinez of Katy Masonic
Lodge, No. 1439 in Katy, TX to Robber’s Cave recently.

Bro Martinez enjoyed his tour of the tunnels and kindly gifted a
beautiful coin to him from the Most Worshipful Grand Master of
Texas, Brad Billings. (Right)

Lancaster Lodge #54

It is safe to say we
meet on most Friday
evenings. Feel free to
stop in and visit and/or
participate in the
meeting. Do not worry
about any passwords
you may have
forgotten, one of the
brothers will be happy
to help.

July 15is an EA
Degree.

July 22 is degree
practice.

August 5 is regular
business meeting,
August 12 is degree
practice.

August 26 is degree
practice.

Michael Williams will
be presented with the
Entered Apprentice
Degree on Friday July
15th. Any member
wishing to attend is
welcome to come and
participate.

John Hansen

Fellowcraft Degrees
for Brother James Ray,
were on June 10th,
2022 and Brother
Raoul Ochoa on June
17th, 2022. Please
congratulate these
men when you see
them.
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TRESTLE BOARD

Please send all changes on a
post card or file card to
The Masonic News, 1635 L Street,
Lincoln, NE 68508
or email them to
editor@masonicnews.org
All phone numbers begin with (402)
unless otherwise noted.

Grand Lodge of Nebraska
Ancient Free
and Accepted Masons

Alex F. Straatmann
Grand Master

301 N. Cotner Blvd.
Lincoln, NE 68508-2315

Masonic Lodges

Lincoln Lodge 19
1635 L St. 68508
Wesley Bottorf, WM
Bruce Anderson, Sec.
job60@ix.netcom.com
1st Tues. Reg. Communication 7:30
p.m.

476-3453

435-0974

Lancaster Lodge 54
1635 L St. 68508

Turner Cox, W.M.
trntc@gmail.com

Adam Thayer, Sec.
adam.thayer@gmail.com
1st Fri. Reg. Communication 7:00 p.m.

476-3453
419-4130

314-6310

East Lincoln Lodge 210

2700 S St. 68503 476-2412
Jeff Buhrman, W.M. 703-732-4765
jeff.buhrman@hotmail.com
Thomas Michaelson, Sec.,
901 Starview Lane 68512
1st Thur. Reg. Communication 7:30 p.m.

423-1984

North Star Lodge 227

2610 N. 48th St. 68504 466-2236
Steven Flader, W.M. 217-4954
4010 Woods Blvd, 68502
nflader@neb.rr.com
Steve Wetzel, Sec.

1518 Skyline Dr, 68506
swetzel849@aol.com
1518 Skyline Drive 68506
1st Wed. Reg. Communication 7:30 p.m.

488-8198

George Washington Lodge 250
4430 N. 70th St. 68507
David Sierks, W.M.
6525 Hartley St, 68507
Dan Brunsen, Sec.-Treas. 432-2099
1st Tue. Reg. Communication 7:30 p.m.

466-2514

Hickman Lodge 256
4641 Cooper Ave., 68506
1st Thur. Reg. Communication 7:00 p.m.

Cotner Lodge 297
1542 No. 65th St. 68505 413-1332
1st Mon. Reg. Communication 7:30 p.m.

Liberty Lodge 300

1635 L St. 68508 476-3453
Lynn Friesen, W.M. 314-6397
Irfriesen70@gmail.com

Mark Rossignol, Sec. 617-4150

mark.rossignol@gmail.com
1st Thur. Reg. Communication 7:00 p.m.

Craftsmen Lodge 314

2645 B St. 68502 475-2820
1st Tues. Reg. Communication 7:00
p.m.

College View Lodge 320
4641 Cooper Ave. 68506
1st Wed. Reg. Communication 7:30 p.m.

Tabula Rasa Lodge 332
1635 L St. 68508 476-3453
3rd Tue. Reg. Communication 6:00 p.m.

Lebanon Lodge 3

Prince Hall Affiliation ~ 430-7003
1630 N. 24th St. 68503-1117

2nd Tue. Reg. Communication 7:00 p.m.

York Rite

Grand York Rite of Nebraska
LaVern "Joe" Work Ill

Grand High Priest, Grand Chapter
Michael Lagueux

Most lll. Grand Master, Grand Council
Edward Raper

Rite Eminent Grand Commander, Grand
Commandery
Dennis Newman
Grand Secretary

490-1381

Lincoln Chapter 6 R.A.M.

1635 L St. 68508 476-3453

Mark Rossignol, High Priest 617-4150
Mike Lagueux, Secretary 310-2118
1st Wed.

Covered-dish dinner 6:15 p.m.
Business Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Lincoln Council 4 Cryptic Masons
1635 L St. 68508 476-3453
Val Ryckman, lllustrious Master
Mike Lagueux, Recorder 310-2118
1st Wed.

Covered-dish dinner 6:15 p.m.
Business Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Mount Moriah Commandery 4
1635 L St. 68508 476-3453
Adam Thayer,Cmdr. 314-6310
adam.thayer@gmail.com

David Bloomquist, Recorder  435-6049
davidbloomquist@gmail.com

1st Mon.

Business meeting 7:00 p.m.

Scottish Rite

Scottish Rite Temple

332 S. Centennial Mall  435-2144
P.O. Box 95013 68509-5013

Bruce Wood, Gen. Sec.

Edward Boone, Venerable Master
David Bloomquist, Wise Master
Dennis Hecht, Commander

Andy Seachord, Master of Kadosh
3rd Wed. Bus. Meeting 6:00 p.m.

Shrine

Sesostris Temple
1050 Saltillo Rd
Roca, Ne 68430
Dale Brambila, Potentate 840-1785
4111 SW 2nd St, 68522

474-6890

Daughters of the Nile

Naphis Temple No. 66

Tonya Ngotel, Queen 239-1251
1929 Washington St, 68502

Eastern Star

Eastern Star Grand Chapter
of Nebraska

Laurie Sieg
Worthy Grand Matron

Wayne Andreasen

Worthy Grand Patron
301 N. Cotner Blvd, Suite 200
Lincoln NE 68505-2315
nebraskaoes@msn.com
402-937-7056
1-844-309-6855

Electa Chapter 8

1635 L St. 68508 476-3453
Denise Lagueux, W.M.  450-1283
deecelagueux@yahoo.com

Michael Lagueux, W.P. 310-2118
michael.lagueux1@yahoo.com
Elizabeth Benson, Sec. 310-0416
bazi16@msn.com

2019 Harwood St. 68502

1st Sat. Meeting 2:00 or 7:30 p.m.

Electa Chapter Kensington

Susie Dunn, Sec. 890-6733
4000 Garfield St. 68506

2nd Thurs. 11:00 AM

Past Matrons Club
llah Anderson, Courtesy Chair
Dona Y. Hurst, Sec.-Treas. 421-1108

Myrtle Chapter 94

2610 No. 48th St. 68504 466-2236
Emily Schoenleber, W.M.
emilyschoenleber@gmail.com

Caid Bleess, W.P.
caidbleess@gmail.com
Deb Kendle, Sec.
dmkendle@gmail.com
2nd and 4th Tues. 7:30 p.m.

617-3991

Myrtle Club

Connie Weir, Pres. 488-9040
cdweir01@gmail.com

Deb Kendle, V.P. 617-3991
dmkendle@gmail.com

Jeanne Bonnett, Sec 465-4817

fibonnett@twc.com
Robyn Mason, Courtesy 484-5756
robynkt@gmail.com

Martha Washington Chapter 153
4430 N. 70th St. 68507

Julie Fowler, W.M. 202-6450
juliefowler68@gmail.com

John Kirby, W.P. 421-2502
jkirby9900@gmail.com

Betty Kirby, Sec. 450-9137

4501 Eagle Ridge Rd. 68516
1st Thurs. 7:30 p.m.

Temple Chapter 271
332 S. Centennial Mall 68508 435-2144

Jean Crary, W.M. 309-9718
4101 S 80th St., 68506
Monte Dietrick, W.P. 423-2805

1440 Stockwell St, 68502

Melinda Brage, Sec. 488-0837
620 Leavitt Ln 68510-2530

1st Mon. Stated Meeting 7:30 p.m.

Past Matrons Club
Marilyn Jepson, President 423-6049

Columbia Chapter 275
1542 No. 65th St. 68505
1st Tues. Stated Meeting 7:00 p.m.

Past Matrons & Past Patrons Club
Trudy Thornburg, Pres.  430-2165
Nancy Weers, Vice-Pres. 466-3750

Starcraft Chapter 307

2645 B St. 68502 475-2820
Terri Sherman, W.M. 525-6008
12244 N. 84th St. 68521

Dennis Brydl, WP, 423-6982

2510 Kessler Blvd. 68502
Cora Redwine, Sec.

4101 N.12th St., 68521
1st Wed. Stated Meeting 7:30 p.m.

438-9447

Youth Groups

Other Bodies

DeMolay

Lincoln Chapter

Ryan Binge, Master Councilor
Katie Warwick, Chapter Sweetheart
Brent Warwick, Chapter Dad 770-0693
Meetings 2nd and 4th Wed. 7:00 p.m.
332 Centennial Mall South

Please send correspondence to:
Brent Warwick 770-0693
bwarwick@inebraska.com

Dr. Frederick Eiche Chapter
No Master Councilor

No Chapter Sweetheart

No Chapter Dad

No Meetings

Job’s Daughters

Bethel 5

Please send all correspondence to:
1635 L St. 68508-2510 476-3453
Kristen Swisher, Guardian 202-7113
416 N. 19th St., Beatrice, 68310
Greg Prososki, ABG, 525-9243
21040 NW 70th St, Agnew, 68428
Deb Kendle, Sec. 617-3991
1400 N 64th St, 68505

Lauren Prososki, Honored Queen
2nd and 4th Sat. 10:00 a.m. or 3:00 p.m.
Dark July and August

Bethel 27

2610 N. 48th St.

Please send all correspondence to:
Becky Bleess, BG
Bethel27lincoln@gmail.com

Dan Chesnut, ABG
Bethel27abg@gmail.com

Marissa Roesler, Sec. 432-5184
7542 South St, 68506
roeslerms3@gmail.com

Elena Watts, Honored Queen

1st & 3rd Sun. 1:30 p.m.

Bethel 63

1542 No. 65th Street

Beth Jacobson, Guardian 770-9814
220 West G St, EImwood, 68349
laurabethjacobson@hotmail.com
Eric Bahm, Assoc. Guardian  770-0693
3710 LaSalle St, 68516
ericdbahm@gmail.com
Lisa Warwick, Sec.

2230 Trevor Court, 68512
1st and 3rd Thurs. 7:00 p.m.

440-0693

Rainbow for Girls

Lincoln Assembly 6

332 S. Centennial Mall (Scottish
Rite)

Please send all correspondence to:
Tiffany Westerholt, Mother Advisor
618 W. Burt Dr. 68521 304-8238
Laurie Sieg, Advisory Board Chair
7600 Baldwin Ave 68507 464-2410
lauriesieg@gmail.com

Karli Young, Worthy Advisor

1st and 3rd Tues. 7:00 p.m

Masonic News, Inc.

1635 L Street, Lincoln, NE 68508
John Hansen, Pres. 202-4487
president@masonicnews.org

Julie Fowler, Vice-Pres.
vicepresident@masonicnews.org
Sue Stroud, Bus. Man.-Tres. 742-6293
businessmanager@masonicnews.org
Adam Thayer, Editor 314-6310
editor@masonicnews.org

New Masonic Temple Assoc.

1635 L Street, 68508 476-3453
Joe Huskey, Pres. 730-1158
Mike Lagueux, Sec-Treas.310-2118
Please address all correspondence
to Sec.-Treas., 1635 L Street,
Lincoln, NE 68508

2nd Tues. Board of Directors meeting
Members welcome 5:00 p.m.

New Masonic Temple
Preservation Foundation.

1635 L Street, 68508 476-3453
Denise Lagueux, Pres. 310-2118
4th Weds. Board of Directors meeting
Members welcome 5:45 p.m.

Masonic Temple Assoc. of
Havelock, Inc.
4430 N. 70th Street
Mark Poston, Pres.
Please send all correspondence to:
Jeanne Krenk, Sec.

2411 Surrey Ct, 68512

540-7270

Nebraska Masonic Home

Mary Russell, Exec. Dir. 1-800-245-5812
1300 Avenue D

Plattsmouth NE 68048-1055

Masonic-Eastern Star

Home for Children

Ron Giesselmann, Exec. Dir.
Box 1327 (2415 N. Main St.)
Fremont NE 68025-1327 1-402-
721-1185

Acacia Fraternity

2255 Vine Street, 68503 436-6160
Ciaran Riley, Ven. Dean 905-7933
Jon Anderson, Sec. 889-6029

Widows Sons Memento Mori
Chapter

Gary "HOMEY" Jorgens Jr., Pres.
440-9719

Lance "DT" Neeman, Secretary
580-5400

Lincoln Boys Choir

Executive Director 499-4446

We Want To Highlight Your Organization!!!

Please send your Masonic News Articles to
editor@masonicnews.org

Deadline for article submission is the 10th of each month.

For more information about subscriptions or advertising, please
contact Sue Stroud at businessmanager@masonicnews.org.

All submissions may be edited for length and content. The Masonic
News Board makes all final decisions.
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Tales From The North (Dakota)

Greetings from Bismarck/
Mandan, North Dakota, from
Brother Tyler, a perpetual
member of North Star
Lodge No. 227 in Lincoln,
Nebraska, and dual member
of Sherburne Lodge No. 95
in Osseo, Minnesota, and
Mandan Lodge No. 8 in
Mandan, North Dakota. |
bring you news and
experiences from my travels
from DeMolay to Masonry to
other appendant bodies in
Lincoln, Nebraska, to the
Twin Cities of Minnesota,
and finally to western North
Dakota.

Hope you enjoy each month
as we go on a trip together
in search for that which may
not have been too lost.

Grand Lodge of North
Dakota 2022

Mandan, North Dakota, is
the town I'm living in now
and where the Blue Lodge
is located where I'm a Dual
Member, Past Master, and
current Lodge Secretary.
June 17-18 held the Grand
Lodge of North Dakota’s
133rd Annual
Communication of the
Grand Lodge of North
Dakota in Mandan. At the
Baymont Inn & Suites by
Wyndam in Mandan was
where the Grand Lodge was
held with the exception of
Saturday afternoon’s
Installation of Officers for
their next term which was
held at our own Mandan
Masonic Center just a mile
away.

The Thursday before Grand
Lodge, there is usually a
Golf Tournament and
Shooting Clays, then the
Grand Master’s Picnic. The
Picnic is for Grand Lodge
officers and visiting
dignitaries and is usually an

Tyler T. Hall

informal picnic. However,
Most Worshipful Danny
Haugen, Grand Master
2021-2022 and a Plural
Member of our Mandan
Lodge #8, decided to host
the back patio room of
Bennigan’s, an American
Irish chain you may have
stumbled across in your
travels.

Friday morning included the
4th Quarterly Meetings of
the Grand Lodge
Committees, followed by
Masonic Education in the
afternoon. Vesper Service is
always a good reminder and
memorial to those Masons
who have gone to that
House Not Made With
Hands since the previous
Annual Communication. The
evening closed out the day
with the Grand Master’s
Banquet.

Saturday, included the
Annual Communication
business, proposal voting,
and elections. The elected
134th Grand Lodge of North
Dakota officers were
installed at Mandan
Masonic Center, then the
Saturday Installation
Banquet closed the evening.
For Grand Lodge officers
and committee members,
Sunday breakfast as invited
by the new Grand Master is
a treat while completing the
year’s schedule of Quarterly
Meetings and main calendar
activities.

As Junior Grand Deacon,
for 2021-2022, one of the
duties is to open and close
the formal sessions of
Grand Lodge Annual
Communication...Yes,
Grand Lodge of North
Dakota has the Grand
Lodge officers open and
close, while in other
Jurisdictions the hosting

Lodge may open and close
formally. Wasn’t too bad for
not doing that part very
often, and I’'m sure most
didn’t even notice the
Nebraska ritual coming into
play in North Dakota
territory...

As | was running for one of
the elected Grand Lodge
Committees for their next 5
year term, | wasn’t worried
about being appointed as a
Grand Lodge officer this
year in order to focus more
on those duties. | was
elected to the Policy and
General Purposes
Committee for the next 5
years. I'm excited to dive
deep into the Grand Lodge
business and happenings!

Congratulations to MW Rick
Wightman who'’s our new
Grand Master of the Grand
Lodge of North Dakota. Our
Junior Past Grand Master,
Danny Haugen, was
appointed and installed as
our Grand Secretary, with
the immediate past Grand
Secretary, MW Lon
Kvasager, PGM, as
Assistant Grand Secretary.

The only one photo that |
have is one at our
hospitality room with, from
left to right, MW Danny
Haugen (PGM & Grand
Secretary, ND), MW Ethan
Seaberg (PGM, MN), MW
Tony Krall (GM, ND), RW
Fred Kitko (JGW & Grand
Lecturer, ND), MW Lon
Kvasager (PGM & Assistant
Grand Secretary, ND), WB
Tyler Hall (Committeeman,
ND), RW Keith Reierson
(Grand Secretary, MN).

Lots of stories in between,
but more articles yet to
come...Thanks for listening.
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— Roper & Sons——
Funeral Services
Now Serving Lincoln families with
three convenient locations
4300 O Street - 402-476-1225
40th & Yankee Hill - 402-261-5907
148th & Hwy 6 — Waverly
roperandsons.com

BASSETTS’ APPRAISAL SERVICE

Antique & Coin Appraisals
Tom Bassett - 30 Years Experience 402-484-8143
E-mail: tkbassett@windstream.net

AVO

Reprasentative

Susie Dunn (Electa 8) www.youravon.com/sdunn 402-484-5202
Deb Kendle (Myrtle 94) www.youravon.com/dkendle 402-617-3991

Heartland Moving -

Lincoln's Local Mover
Lee Saltzgaber, Owner/Manager O: 402-466-1112 C: 402-440-8424
www.HeartlandMoving.net Heartlandmove@gmail.com 8305 N 58th Cir, Suite A 68517

) BarLL, LouboN, EBERT,
)

& BROSTROM, 11C

ESTATE AND BUSINESS LAW

WILLS, TRUSTS AND ESTATE PLANNING ATTORNEYS
Andrew M. Loudon, member of Lincoln Lodge #19...402-420-6091
5733 South 34th Street, Suite 500, 68516 www.bllawgroup.com

DEBT/S SHREDDER

Ken Rouch, Financial Consultant
Member of Liberty Lodge, Scottish Rite and Sesostris Shrine

Reduce by half the years to pay off your mortgage!
o to www.DebtBZero.com Ask for a free analysis.

7153 Shamrock Rd Lincoln NE 68506
402-440-0210 kenrouch@msn.com

“The Funeral Home Family & Friends Recommend”

* Personalized Video
Tributes

= Accepls Pre-Arrangement
Transfers From Other

* Funeral, Memorial, and
Cremation Services

Butherus,
i
Love

Funeral Home

*  On-Site Cremation
Facilities

* On-Site Reception
Facilities with Kitchen

= Centrally Locate

* On-Site Chapel with
Video Screen

Funeral Homes
= After Services Out-Reach

= Pre-Planning Consultation
with Payment Options

* Locally Owned & Operated
Since 1883

4040 A Street
Lincoln, NE 68510 .
402-488-0934

Hickman Location
211 E 1* Street
Hickman, NE 68372
402-792-2470

Monuments and Markers.

A&

Duimons owwomess Locally Owned & Operated Since 1883

Visit us at Facebook or
online: bmlfh.com

ot Dirigtie

YOUR BUSINESS COULD BE HERE!
Be sure to tell our advertisers
that you saw their ad in

Masonic
<“NEws

v

Advertise Your Business
in
The Masonic News!

2,500 Monthly Subscribers
80% Local Addresses

Help reduce the subscription cost for our members!
Advertise for a year and get 1 month FREE!

Contact Sue Stroud at masonicnews@gmail.com
for rate sheet.




